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been published in the " Conciso ", and has produced a good effect
If you should disapprove this, I can only say that I am to blame, and
not Major Smith. In fact, if the object of these calumnies were not
to injure you in the public estimation, I should not think them of so
much importance ; but as a proof that this is the object, the " Duende
de los Cafees ", the editor of which holds an employment under the
Minister of War, and receives his instructions from him, yesterday
more than insinuated that you had issued the order for the sacking of
San Sebastian.1

Deeply hurt and indignant at the injustice of these libels
against himself and the officers of his army, which reached
him from all sides, Lord Wellington at last sent a long and
detailed official denial to the British Minister at Cadiz. " I
should have wished ", he stated in the course of his letter,
" to adopt another mode of justifying the officers concerned
. , . but as there is no redress by the law for a libel, I must
be satisfied with that which is in my hands/* 2

The French garrison of San Sebastian knew perfectly well
the cause of the fire, and did not attempt to lay it at the
door of the British.

An English officer who had been wounded and taken
prisoner during the siege and lay in the military hospital
at San Sebastian, was kept well informed of the French
defensive measures.

I learned . . . [says he] the nature of the intrendnnents made m
the rear of the breach, and likewise that a great quantity of combustible
materials had been placed in the houses around and adjoining it ...
When the successive accounts of the progress of the fire in the town
was communicated to the inmates of the hospital, a savage and exulting
laugh would be heard from the officers who happened at the moment
to be present, visiting their wounded comrades.3

But though they did not set fire to San Sebastian, it is $0
be regretted that the behaviour of the storming troops was
just as bad as it had been at Ciudad Rodrigo and
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